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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2020

 Paula Clarkson, Board President 
Senior Vice President of Specialty and

Middle Market Operations, SCIF 
 

Kellie England, Immediate Past Board
President

Senior Vice President Regional Retail
Executive, Umpqua Bank 

 
Leslie Medina, Vice President 

Founding Partner, Capitol Advocacy
 

Susan Gower, Board Treasurer 
Chief Financial Officer, Sutter Health
Sacramento Sierra Region (Retired) 

 
Jonathan Kaufman, Board Secretary

Co-Founder and Principal, Third Plateau
Social Impact Strategies 

 
Jessica Cook 

Assistant Vice President, Product Manager,
US Bank 

 
Jennifer Davidson 

 Chief Financial Officer, SMUD 
 

Natoshi DuBose 
Women’s Empowerment Graduate;

California State University, Sacramento
Graduate 

 
Hedy Govenar

 Founder, Governmental Advocates
(Retired) 

 
Robin Kelly-Dunton 

Women’s Empowerment Graduate; Field
Representative for Assemblymember Kevin

McCarty 
 

Preet Kuar
CEO, Pacific Staffing & Pacific ExecSearch 

 
Jessica Leeson 

Regional Vice President, Global Business
Development, Vision Service Plan (VSP) 

 
Nikky Mohanna 

Principal/Real Estate Developer, Mohanna
Development Co. 

 
Fimy Sahaida 

Senior Product Quality and Reliability
Engineer, Intel 

 
Marisa Sharkey

Co-Founder and CEO, Birdies Slippers

Wells Fargo Foundation 

California Foundation for Stronger Communities
Kaiser Foundation Hospitals, Northern CA Region
Poswall Family Foundation
Tim Carnahan
US Bank

Albert & Elaine Borchard Foundation, Inc.
American River Bank
Arata Bros Trust
Hedy Govenar
In-N-Out Burger Foundation
Intel
Intel,Volunteer & Employee Giving Match
Judy & Robert James
Kathleen Biasotti & Wayne Baron
Maxine Barish-Wreden & Don Wreden
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company
Paula Clarkson
Sacramento Employment and Training Agency
SMUD
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
The George & Lena Valente Foundation
The Well Life Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation

Centene Management Company LLC
City of Sacramento
David Topp
DeSart Family Foundation
Donors of United Way California Capital Region
Elfrena Foord
Evon D & Jack H Keck Foundation
Joanna Potenza & Jonathan Kaufman
Kelly & David Cox
Kelly Foundation
Krevans Brieger Family Fund
Margie Piercy
Marne Dunn & Martin Tam
Michael Wonderly
Mikuni Charitable Foundation
MUFG Union Bank, N.A.
Norma & Aton Arbisser
OnCore Consulting, LLC

$75,000 & Above 

$25,000 to $49,999 

$10,000 to $24,999 

$5,000 to $9,999 

Pfund Family Foundation
Sacramento Region Community Foundation
Sutter Health Sacramento Sierra Region
Suzanne & Kevin Conrad
Teichert Foundation
Thomas Balsbaugh
Umpqua Bank Charitable Foundation

Allworth Financial (Hanson McClain Advisors)
Anita & Phillip Jackson
Ann & Gibbe Parsons
Ann Edwards
Ann Land and Bertha Henschel Memorial Fund Commission
BlueScope Foundation
Cara Taylor
Charlie Shockey
Dave Knight
Debbie Friesen
Emily & Jeff Sprague
Fimy Sahaida
Five Star Bank
Golden Brands 
Huong Vu & Bill Wetzel
Janice & John Hopson
Judith Williams
Kellie England & William Gilfillan
KP Financial Services
Laura Lee
Linda Brandenburger
Lisa Culp
Louise & Dick Wiesner
Michele Smith
Nancy & Mihran Berejikian
National Council of Jewish Women
Pacific Staffing
Progressive Insurance Foundation
Ross & Betty Diane Johnson Rev Trust
Sandra Kristensen
Sandy Dudley
Sarah Tseng
Shirley Willey
Stephanie Paia
Susan Ashdown
The Sacramento Bee Book of Dreams Fund
Thomas Law Group
Tiffany Clement
Western Health Advantage
William Magavern & Sara Nichols

2,500 to $4,999 

Expenses

Social Enterprise 
Cost of Sales

1.7%

We are powered by our community.
Thank you volunteers, partners, 
and donors for your generosity! 

 

Income

Financial Transparency

Operation & Admin
7.9%

Fundraising
10.8%

Programs
79.6%

Contributions 
42.9%

Special Events
12.3%

The community's generosity in 2020 provided vital fiscal stability, making it possible for Women's
Empowerment to remain a trusted resource for women and children experiencing homelessness.
We remain committed to ensuring every dollar invested is handled responsibly and with great care. 

A special thank you to our generous in-kind facility sponsor, Sacramento County Department of Human
Assistance, and the many heroes not listed here!



How    E Met the Moment

375 Care Packages Delivered

58 graduates from our Job-readiness
and Empowerment Program

177 Jobs Obtained

In addition to our Job-readiness and Empowerment program and
advanced job training programs, women had continuous access to
mental health counseling, accurate health information in real-time, and
assistance with basic needs. 

Together, our program team supported women through the pandemic,
and associated economic and housing crises through a combined
2,830 appointments and weekly domestic violence and wellness &
recovery groups.

WE students and graduates were disproportionately impacted by
the pandemic.  

With our community’s help, staff delivered care packages with
essential PPE, hygiene products, toilet paper, snacks, water, self-
care items, and notes of encouragement .

 

14 job training programs
We expanded our community partnerships to provide more paid job
training programs to help graduates gain skills and experience to
prepare them for careers in recession-resistant fields like property
management, green energy, healthcare, assembly & distribution.

Katherine graduated in December of 2019 and began exploring new
career options. She enrolled in our property management training
program which is a partnership with the International Institute for Real
Estate Management, Sacramento. She worked hard managing distance
learning and earned her certificate. She now proudly works as a
property manager!

 Employment Specialists supported women as they sought
employment, faced lay-offs and navigated new employment
challenges.

Despite her challenges with addiction and homelessness before
coming to Women’s Empowerment, Crystal never gave up. While
enrolled in Session 78, Crystal met with her Employment Specialist
and remained committed to her ultimate goal of getting a job with the
State of California. Today, she is working for the state, living in stable
housing, and maintaining her sobriety. 

 

When 2020 brought its challenges, many organizations were unable to provide in-person services.
Our staff reached out to hundreds of our graduates to ask the question, “What support is needed?”
The women expressed fear of falling back into homelessness after working so hard to secure a job
and a safe and stable home for themselves and their children. We quickly pivoted our services - not
our mission - to meet the most critical needs. 

Our success in supporting these extraordinary women was made possible by everyone in the
Women's Empowerment (WE) community. 

 

976 Unduplicated Women Served

We held four socially distanced, in-person sessions of our Job-
readiness and Empowerment Program. Volunteers taught classes
virtually, providing job-seeking skills, financial literacy, anger
management techniques, and housing rights and responsibilities.

Opal graduated from session 80 in August, 2020. After a lifetime of
struggling with mental illness and feeling isolated, she came to WE
and got the support she needed to build her self-confidence. She is
currently working towards her degree in Graphic Design and is now
living in stable housing. 

144 Women Gained or Maintained
a Safe, Stable Home
With the addition of a Housing Specialist to our team, students and
graduates were able to reduce barriers to housing and gain a
comprehensive understanding of their housing rights and
responsibilities. Women received support completing applications,
navigating the competitive process and communicating with landlords.

After graduating from our program and gaining employment, there was
still a missing piece for Lonitha; a safe and stable place to call home.
Lonitha worked diligently with our Housing Specialist, and just in time
for the holidays, she and her son moved into their very own house. 

 Together, we met the moment.


